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Pacific County couple wins 
Washington Tree Farmer of the Year

Once again the Washington Tree Farm Program held our 
Awards Luncheon during Friday’s events of the Washington 
Farm Forestry Associations Annual Meeting at the Wolf 
Lodge in Grand Mound, WA.

The winners this year are Greg and Sue Pattillo, who own 
a 700-acre tree farm in Pacific County, near Raymond on 
the Washington coast. According to the announcement of 
their May 1 award, “numerous commercial thinnings and 
final harvests have provided (the Pattillos) income for the 
last 26 years and have been (American Tree Farm System)-
certified for 33 years. Both have been actively involved in 
forestry activities for many years. Greg, a retired forester, 
has been active in the Society of American Foresters and 
as an American Tree Farm Inspector. Together they have 
provided leadership for the Pacific County Chapter of 

Washington Farm Forestry Association for many years.”

The award is based on the tree farmers’ stewardship, 
management plan, timber health, innovation and 
community involvement. The Pattillos were nominated by 
Tree Farm Inspector Jim Hillery of Raymond.

Congratulations is also in order for Boyd Wilson, John 
& Nancy Lawder, and Coy & Judy Eshom who were also 
nominated for the award.
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From the Chairman
It’s springtime! For some reason it already feels like mid-
summer while walking through the crispy dry forest here 
in Western Washington. Please get prepared for fire season 
regardless of where you live.

It’s been a busy year for the Washington Tree Farm 
Program (WTFP), with the hiring of Elizabeth Ide to help 
with management of the program and preparation for the 
audit that just wrapped up. Yes, I said audit. There are 44 
States that have Tree Farm Programs under the American 
Tree Farm System (ATFS). Every year a handful of States 
are audited to make sure we are taking care of business 
properly and adhering to the certification standards. I 
personally led the tour of eight tree farms on the west side 
of the State, and was extremely proud of the tree farmers 
who were visited. John Henrikson conveyed the same 
feelings about his tour that covered the northeast part of 
the State. There was initial concern for some farmers upon 
their notice of the visit, but that feeling dissipated once we 
were on site. The audit is not intended to critique specific 
tree farms, but rather an indicator of how well the program 
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Loren Hiner was announced 
as the 2015 Washington 
State Inspector of the Year 
at the Tree Farm Awards 
Luncheon. 

Loren is the forester for the 
Cities of Montesano and 
Hoquiam in Grays Harbor 
County. He has been an 

inspector with WTFP since the late eighties, and served 
on the Tree Farm Committee for 3 years. Loren has shown 
tireless devotion to proper forest management and sharing 
his knowledge with others. His interactions with members 
of the American Tree Farm System continue to provide 
him with teaching opportunities. We thank him for his 
service.

If you are a trained forester and with interest in becoming 
an inspector, please contact WTFP and we will get you 
connected to the next inspector training session.

is working to promote better forestry on more acres.

In June, 2016 the ATFS will turn 75 years old. Tree Farm 
#1 is the Clemons tree farm in Montesano that was owned 
by the Weyerhaeuser family at the time. ATFS has gone 
through many changes since that time, but arguably 
nothing like the past decade when certification entered 
the equation. The move to certification is a result of the 
National Office (the American Forest Foundation) keeping 
up with the demands of the modern consumer. The Tree 
Farm Committee has certainly heard dissent about this 
change and the rigors that come with it. However, we 
ask that you stand strong with us and continue to show 
that foresters are the real environmentalists! There is a 
great deal to be proud of as a member of the American 
Tree Farm System. It has been great getting to know 
many of you over the last couple years while chairman of 
Washington’s Tree Farm Program.

Ryan Sandstrom
2014-15 WTFP Chair

Got Woods? Care for your Forest 
with MyLandPlan.org
By Amanda Cooke, American Forest Foundation

In an effort to make on-the-ground stewardship of 
America’s forests more widespread and effective, the 
American Forest Foundation (AFF) launched MyLandPlan.
org, a new interactive website for woodland owners, by 
woodland owners.

Woodland owners own their property for a variety of 
reasons, so MyLandPlan.org was designed to be a place 
landowners can go to explore and find out more about their 
woods.

With today’s perfect storm of forest threats—invasive 
species, tree disease, drought, and wildfire—keeping woods 
healthy requires family forest owners take a more active 
role managing their land than ever before.

With MyLandPlan.org’s planning tool, users map 
woodlands and record features such as streams, trails, 
and special sites. The tool supports landowners as they 
identify goals for their property, and once selected, suggests 
recommended action steps and relevant information 
automatically to help reach those goals.  The site also 
connects users to local professionals and organizations that 
can help them reach their goals. 

Giving woodland owners the tools they need to make the 

best decisions for their land, and to encourage owners to 
seek professional advice are among the outcomes AFF 
hopes will be achieved through MyLandPlan.org.

If you wonder about your woods, visit www.mylandplan.
org and start exploring today.

Inspector Recognized

WA Tree Farm Program  
Signage Campaign
The Washington Forest Protection Association (WFPA) is 
a trade association representing private forest landowners 
in Washington State. Our members are large and small 
companies, individuals, and families who grow, harvest, 
and re-grow trees on more than about 4 million acres. 
WFPA is committed to advancing sustainable forestry 
in Washington State to provide forest products and 
environmental benefits for the public. We establish 
balanced forest policies that encourage investment in 
forestland, protecting of fish, water and wildlife, and 
promote responsible forest management as a preferred land 
use.
WFPA specifically recognizes the significance of the 
signage proudly posted by WTFP members. Polling 
information contracted by WFPA in May of 2011 has 
determined that signs leave a greater impression on the 
public than many other forms of communications. If your 

tree farm has public roads through the property or you 
encourage recreation, host tours, etc, WFPA, through a 
challenge grant with WTFP, is offering an opportunity 
for you to spread the word about the Tree Farm Program, 
working forests, and sustainable management by providing 
a means for additional signage at no cost of your own. If 
you would like more information please contact us.

NRCS Environmental Quality 
Improvement Program (EQIP) 
Grant Deadline - July 17th, 2015 for 
FY16 Funding
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program is a 
voluntary, technical and financial assistance program 
designed to help non-industrial private forest landowners 
improve the overall health & vigor of their forest stands. 
Funded through EQIP, producers can receive cost share 
assistance to help implement and address resource 
concerns on their property. 

Typical NRCS forest related cost-shared projects include:

• Development of a comprehensive Forest Management 
Plan

• Pre-commercial thinning of overstocked non-
commercial forest stands

• Fuel reduction in high risk areas
• Treatment and reforestation of degraded stands from 

root rot, pest, storm, and fire damage
• Afforestation of abandoned pasture/agricultural land
• Improving riparian forest buffers
• Forest road improvements on roads that contribute to 

fish habitat degradation 
• Replacement of fish passage culverts

NRCS programs are not limited to forest land producers. 
We offer a variety of conservation measures on agricultural, 
pasture, and other land uses. 

Interested parties should contact their local NRCS Service 
Center to learn more about EQIP and how the NRCS may 
benefit them.  Signup for 2016 funding is July 17th, 2015.

For more information about EQIP visit the WA NRCS 
EQIP homepage.

2015 Summer  
Forest Owner Field Days
Washington State University Extension

Eastern Washington Forest Owners Field Day
• June 20, 2015
• Cle Elum

Vashion Forest Owners Field Day
• June 27, 2015
• Vashon

Western Washington Forest Owners Field Day
• August 15, 2015
• Francis (Pacific County)

North Puget Sound Forest Owners Field Day
• August 29, 2015
• Conway (Skagit County)

San Juan Islands Forest Owners Field Day
• September 26, 2015
• Eastsound (Orcas Island)

Contact Us
If you have questions, suggestions, or comments about 
this newsletter, please contact Elizabeth Ide at info@
watreefarm.org or phone 360-602-1603. If you have interest 
in volunteering with Washington Tree Farm Program’s 
committee, please send a letter of interest/qualifications to 
the address below.
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